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In mid-August, the Nicaraguan government lifted a ban on a weekly humor magazine, Semana
Comica, that had printed photos of semi-nude women on July 12 accompanied by satirical captions.
The magazine is pro-Sandinista and often ridicules opposition leaders. One caption in the July issue
said: "It's true we are in a crisis, but there is no excuse for this kind of robbery. The situation on
buses has become intolerable. Poor Anita Moraga had everything stolen while she was riding the
No. 116." Another referred to Commander Omar Cabezas, a Sandinista leader with an "earthy"
reputation: "We are alerting Christians to be aware, because the devil has been around quite a bit
lately. The devil appeared in this form to Omar Cabezas. At least he had time to take a picture,
which we publish with pleasure to alert those who might be tempted." A Sandinista women's
group (acronym, AMNLAE), offended by the photos, appealed to Interior Minister Tomas Borge,
who oversees the press. Borge reportedly agreed that the publication was offensive, and order
it closed indefinitely. The Interior Ministry decree said Semana Comica had published material
"that shows disrespect for women, insults their human dignity and shows general disrespect for
other values of the Nicaraguan people." The same magazine was shut down briefly in March on
appeal by AMNLAE. At that time, Semana Comica published a photo a woman fondling herself.
The caption said that AMNLAE members were busily preparing to celebrate International Women's
Day. Daily newspaper Nuevo Diario (also a pro-Sandinista publication) reprinted the photo and
caption in its report of the sanction. Nuevo Diario was ordered shut for two days. The recent
decree against Semana Comica led to a debate on the justification of the sanction. Nuevo Diario
and the official Sandinista newspaper Barricada published columns from prominent Sandinistas
who argued that the sanction was not justified. For instance, Noel Irias, a leader of the Sandinista
youth group, wrote that Semana Comica should be allowed to reopen because it was an important
forum for "ideological struggle." Sergio de Castro, editor of Barricada's international edition,
warned of the danger of "falling into a new inquisition, in which morality becomes the business
of the state." Rafael Rene Corea, a columnist for Nuevo Diario, said Sandinistas should struggle
against conservative impulses, which in contemporary Nicaragua are "more dangerous than
Ronald Reagan...In any part of the world, those who applaud when a humor magazine is closed are
those of conservative ideology. I recognize that Semana Comica stepped away from conventional
humor when it published pictures of half-nude women. But each one has a text based on both
irony and reality." Finally, in the third week of August the Interior Ministry announced it would
allow the magazine to resume publication later in the month. In an interview with the New York
Times, head of AMNLAE, Lea Cuido, said that Nicaraguan society remains "contaminated by
sexist conceptions," and vowed to continue fighting against "subordinate images" of women. She
said, "We are not asking that Semana Comica disappear, but it should make a critical analysis of
the image of women that it is transmitting. We need humor that helps to eradicate stereotypes or
deformed images of women." Semana Comica editor, Roger Sanchez, is a cartoonist who contributes
regularly to Barricada. His political art includes such images as President Reagan wearing Nazi
regalia, Uncle Sam with blood dripping from his hands, and opposition leaders taking orders from
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the US Embassy. Some of his fans, however, believe his best work appears in Semana Comica,
where he publishes a page of erotic cartoons each week. In an interview with the Times, he said,
"Everything depends on the eyes with which you see it." (Basic data from New York Times,
08/28/88)

-- End --
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